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Fishers, businesses and consumers are the cornerstones of WWF-Malaysia’s ‘boat to bowl’ conservation strategy.—Mazidi Ghani/WWF-Malaysia and Canva

WWF

Chitra has almost 20 years of experience in
environmental conservation. Her work has
covered a range of areas, including commu-
nity and business mobilisation, land use
planning, fisheries management, engage-
ment with government agencies and policy
development. —Rahana Husin/WWF-
Malaysia

By CHITRA DEVI

MALAYSIA, a nation blessed with rich marine
biodiversity, has long relied on its fisheries
sector as a vital source of food and livelihood.
Our coastal communities depend heavily on
the health of our oceans, providing over a
third of the country’s animal protein and sup-
porting the livelihoods of more than 120,000
fishers and fish farmers.

Despite its importance, our fisheries face a
looming challenge. Overfishing, habitat
destruction, and high consumption have dras-
tically depleted fish populations, throwing our
marine ecosystems out of balance and
endangering our food security. While statistics
show a stable rate of fisheries production and
a steady 1% contribution to gross domestic
product (GDP), we face an important chal-
lenge - the decline of demersal fisheries by
88%, a crucial part of our marine resources.

Addressing this issue presents huge oppor-
tunities and allows us to create a more sus-
tainable and prosperous future.

The state of our fisheries
Picture this: There are no more fish in our
seas. That's the grim possibility we will face if
we don't act now.

Under the “business-as-usual” scenario,
Malaysia's fisheries production continues to

meet national targets. However, these targets
are quantitative and not a reflection of the
real shift in the quality and composition of
fish caught. Our demersal fish biomass and
densities have dropped by 88% as compared
to the virgin stock levels in the 1960s.

2020 data shows Malaysians consume an
average of 53kg of seafood per capita, which
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is way above South-East Asia’s average of
40kg and the world's average of 20kg.

With the drastic decline-of wild fish stock,
we must find alternative solutions.
Sustainable aquaculture is now recognised as
a solution to address the gap between declin-
ing wild fish stock and growing demand for
seafood. In truth, non-responsible conven-

Offshore fish farming with high-density polyethylene (HDPE) cages in Kukup, Johor
Baru.—Justice Khor/WWF-Malaysia
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tional aquaculture has numerous environ-
mental challenges including a high reliance on
wild fish in aquaculture feed, causmg further
pressure on our fisheries.

If we don't act now and proceed with “busi-

ness-as-usa@l Mﬁ,

Addressmg this emergent fop sect ty
sis, at WWE-Malaysia, we devise a “boat to -
bowl" conservation approach that unites
stakeholders and partners across sectors. lw
support of the Department of Fisheries -
Malaysia, this comprehensive strategy aims to
promote sustainable fisheries and aquacul-
ture, as well as responsible seafood consump-
tion - which in turn secures seafood suppl)g H
and supports the- livelihoods of coastal ¢
munities. s

Swimming | mnnnva&m g 3
One exciting aspect of our “boat to: bowl” strat—
egy is the collaboration between aquaculture

industry. stakeholders, including farmers, gov- s used in aquaculture feed.
ernment officials, and researchers; Byworking This reduces the depende
protein and promotes sustainahmty
win-win, turnmgwaste into wealth,

WWE-Malaysia c )

together, we aim to develop the: mdustry'sus— A

© Another exciting’ |rnl1ative45 our p|lot project

ifipugs to.suy

: m&we seafood in
part due to local busmesses avaiding sustain-
able seafood purchases caused by higher
~ costs and supply chain bottlenecks,
Zooming out regionally, the majority of the *
suswmable seafood production from the Asia-
%re 41 |s exported to other countries.
‘“7\5 this scenario continues, it becornes more
- challenging to promote domestic uptake of
sustainable seafood.

using circular eccnom’y principles to improve -

{ taaxhas sigmﬁcant roum
vement. Aﬁevndencediby amere

_consumers ,ndzbnsmesses playcmual mles ;
in ﬁhB effort. =

: nsumption habwts husmess opera-
ent piannlng shoulda[[ reflecta

Sav,e@urSeafaodxmy Its time we alb become
champsons for our seas.




