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ey

kempen kesedaran menge-
nai ancaman spesies asing
yang mampu mengancam
ekosistem sungai termasuk
udang kara air tawar.
Pengarah Perikanan Ne-
geri Sembilan, Kasim Tawe
berkata, sepanjang tahun
ini saja pihaknya sudah
menjalankan beberapa siri
program memburu ikan
asing di negeri itu.
“Terbaharu kami menga-
dakan program Buru Ikan
Asing dan Inventori Peri-
kanan Darat pada 13 Ok-
tober lalu di Sungai Mam-
bau, di sini, bertujuan

memburu  spesies ikan
asing. :
“Sebelum itu kami sudah

menjalankan beberapa
program sama di seluruh
negeri. Hasil daripada
program ini kami menja-
lankan analisis dan setakat
ini kami belum menjumpai
spesies udang kara air ta-
war di perairan Negeri
Sembilan,” katanya ketika
ditemui. - = -
Menurutnya, tahap kese-
daran masyarakat menge-
nai pembiakan udang kara
air tawar di perairan awam
masih rendah (dak seperti
kesedaran mengenai ikan
bandar raya yang mana
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Setakat ini kami belum
menjumpai spesies
udang kara air tawar

di perairan Negeri
Sembilan” '

Kasim Tawe

orang ramai mula mem-
buka mata.

“DOF melaksanakan
program pendidikan dan
kesedaran masyarakat me-

énai pentingnya menja-

ga ekogistem perairan ‘da-

ripada segala jenis spesies
asing’ yang memberi an-
caman.

“Selain itu, kami juga
meningkatkan penyelidi-
kan mengenai impak
udang kara air tawar ter-
hadap ckosistem fempatan
dan bagaimana mengurus-

‘kan populasi mereka secara

bagi memastikan tiada ma-
na-mana individu yang
melanggar undang - un-
dang yang termaktub da-

lam Akta Perikanan 1985 -

yang berkaitan
asing ini,” katanya.
Beliau berkata, kerjasa-
ma dengan pihak penter-
nak komersial juga sentiasa
dijalankan dari masa ke se-
masa supaya pengusaha
sentiasa mengikut garis
panduan yang ditetapkan
pihak berkuasa.
“Memandangkan udang

spesies

- ini mudah membiak, garis

panduan ketat dan lengkap

. dikeluarkan supaya penter-

nak komersial dapat me-
ngikutinya dan pihak kami
sentiasa memantaunya.
“Pengusaha ini juga
mempunyai persatuan me-
reka sendiri. Pihak DOF

sentiasa berhubung secara

rapat dengan mereka dan
memberikan bantuan ter-

masuk nasihat” katanya.
Harian Metro semalam

melaporkan udang kara air

tawar mempunyai rasa
yang sedap. dan harganya
mencecah RM100' sekilog-
ramn namun spesies pen-
datang berkenaan berisiko
mengancam Spesies 1kt
tempatan.
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IPOH: Tkan longkang or guppies
have been iised to test the safety
of a novel fish-rearing project by
the Meru Raya Fire and Rescue
station here to ensure that the
initiative does not harm the envi-
ronment.

This follows public concerns
that the project to rear tilapia, a
foreign species, could escape into
nearby rivers and streams and
harm the local ecosystem.

The station’s chief Sharudi
Muhamad Halil said the Fisheries
Department had sent their techni-
cal officers to check the drain,
which will be used as a pond,
‘hefore the project was approved.

“They have advised us on what
to do to prevent the fish from
escaping,

“After making the necessary
preparations, we held a six-month
dry run with some ikan longkang
(guppy). including during the
rainy season, to test the drain.

*The technical officers from the
Fisheries Departiient were sas-
fled and approved our applica-
tion for the project. so ther#’s no
issue,” he said, adding that the
fish fry were also obtained from
the Fisheries Department.

On Oct 25, Bernama reported
that tha Mern Raya fire statinn
had started a tilapia-rearing pro-
ject inadrainas a source of food
for its personnel and for their
mental well-being.
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&%ﬂa the population of the
Aedes mosquito.
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“With the fish, it is hoped that
we can lessen the time,” he
added,

After mews Sspread aboul the -
project, conservationist Hasbuillah
Rahman took (o sovial media to
express his concerns over tilapia

escaping to nearby waterways
since the drain would lead to a
retention pond which then con-
nects to a Tiver. ’

“Even if there are nets or cages
placed to limit the movement of
the fish, there are stll risks of
these being damaged and punc
tured by monitor lizards or
otters,” Hasbullah wrote on the
Jejak Air Tawar Facebook page.

“The small fish fry could even
escape from these holes and trav-
el to other locations.

“It is not advisable to rear for-
eign fish in any drain and it is
better to do so in tanks or isolated

Rearing tilapia in drain project gets the nod

innovative
step: Senior
Fire Officer It
Suhaimi Ab
Samad (second
from right) with
Fire Officer
Muhammad
Afig Jamaludin
fieft) and Mohd
Nordin Abduitah
feeding the
tilapia at the
Meru Fire and
Rescue Station,
— Berpama

pools.” he added.

‘Hasbullah also warned that
tilapia merah or Nile tilapia, is.a
hybrid species that was brought
into the country from Africa
many years age and is considered

‘an invasive speeies.

“T'he Nile tilapia was bred to be
moTe resistant, easily reared and
growquickly,

“They are also aggressive and
eould eat other local fishes™ eggs,
fries and shrimps in rivers.

“L A0 MOt e i aiticlse gy
firemen because I respect them.

T am only voicing out to create
awareness,” he added. ;
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